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Alcohol use is discouraged.  If alcohol is available, have a ‘designated 
floater’ who will not drink and can make logical decisions in an 
emergency.  All alcohol consumption must be by those 21 years old 
and older.  Drink lots of water to avoid dehydration.

Be sure to pack sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, sunglasses, snacks, 
hydrating liquids and paddle. For storage of valuables, a small, 
sealable dry bag should be used and attached to your vessel. 

All paddlers/tubers should be able to swim due to the risk of getting 
separated from your vessel. Wear tight fitting “water shoes,” river 
sandals, Crocs or old gym shoes while floating to protect your feet 
from sharp objects when walking in the River. 

Know the weather forecast for the entire river valley you’re going to 
float. With darkening skies, claps of thunder, signs of lightning or 
winds increasing, prepare to get off the river immediately and seek 
shelter. Always carry a charged Smartphone in a dry bag to stay alert 
to any weather-related announcements or to call for assistance, if 
needed.

Do not disturb the wildlife 

Life Jackets and Whistles required. Must be U.S. Coast 
Guard-approved, wearable and accessible inside vessel. Kids 12 years 
of age and under must always be wearing their life jackets! 

Floaters and Paddlers have the lawful right to float the water of 
rivers and portage around obstructions without causing damage. 
You must have the landowner’s permission to pit stop, picnic, fish or 
camp.

Make certain you file a float plan with a responsible party. It must 
include a description of your vessel, who is on board, a description of 
the safety equipment (life jackets) you are carrying, where you 
expect to be, and when you expect to be there.

No Glass, Styrofoam or Plastic Sacks. 

Don’t Litter! Take along a durable mesh trash bag or use a cooler 
where you can put trash to dispose of properly after you complete 
your float.

Rules of the River:
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In case of emergency, call 911.

Welcome to the North Platte River Water Trail

General Information:
The flows of the North Platte River between Hershey and North Platte vary greatly 
depending on the weather and irrigation needs. The river must be flowing at least 600 cubic 
feet per second (CFS) to safely navigate between Hershey and North Platte.  Any lower than 
600 CFS and floating is not recommended. Flows approaching 2,000 CFS are unsafe for 
children and unskilled floaters. Water flows for the “North Platte River at North Platte” can 
be checked at FloatThePlatte.com. 

There are two take-out points on the North Platte River Water Trail. The first is at the 
Buffalo Bill State Recreation Area, approximately 12 miles. At 600 CFS, this trip will take at 
least 6 hours on the water. The second is North Platte Cody Park, approximately 13 miles. At 
600 CFS, this trip will take at least 7 hours on the water. There are NO places to get off the 
river between here and the Buffalo Bill State Recreation Area.

You are here.

Take-out #1

Take-out #2

While you are on the river, you will be passing through beautiful wetlands habitat. 
On your trip you may encounter many species of wildlife. These are most likely to be 
seen if your party doesn’t make a lot of noise.

Below is a list of wildlife that may be seen on this stretch of river:

Beaver

Muskrat

River otter

Raccoon

Skunk

Opossum

Porcupine

Rabbit

Squirrel

Mink

Weasel

Fox

Coyote

Rat, mice, shrew

Deer

Frogs and toads

Lizards and snakes

Six species of turtles

At least 311 bird species

North

Water flows West to East.

Water flows West to East.

Life Vests Required

No Plastic Bags No Glass or Styrofoam

Don’t Disturb Wildlife Don’t Litter

VisitNorthPlatte.com
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Milage is approximate.

If you are leaving after 12pm, be aware. 

Milage to first Take-out Point is 12 miles, 
and will take 6 hours (minimum).

Milage to second Take-out Point is 13 miles, 
and will take about 7 hours (minimum).

There are no other Take-Out Points along 
the river, as the land is Privately owned.

You are using the river at your own risk.

Scan the code with your phone 
to get waterflow information. 


